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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 10469 

POUCH: BORDEAUX, LYON, MARSEILLE, NICE, STRASBOURG, MARTINIQUE 

E. O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOVFR 

SUB J : NEW SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE, AYMAR ACHILLE FOULD. 

1. AYMAR ACHILLE FOULD, DEPUTY FROM GIRONDE, HAS BREN NAMED 
SECSTATE IN ARMED FORCES MINISTRY. THIS APPOINTMENT IS 
ACHILLE FOULD' S FIRST GOVERNMENTAL OFFICE. USUALLY SECSTATES 
ARE APPOINTED NOT AS ACROSS THE BOARD DEPUTIES TO MINISTERS 
BUT TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SPECIFIC PROBLEMS. THERE IS NO 
INDICATION, AS YET, OF THE AREA FOR WHICH ACHILLE FOULD WILL BE 
RESPONSIBLE AT DEFENSE. 

2. SCION OF AN OLD. WEALTHY. POLITICAL FRENCH FAMILY, ACHILLE 
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FOULD WAS BORN IN 1925. HE SERVED IN THE FRENCH NAVY FROM 1943 
THROUGH 1949 AND SPENT SOME OF THAT TIME IN INDOCHINA. FROM 
1949 UNTIL HE BEGAN HIS POLITICAL CAREER IN 1961. HE WAS ON THE 
BOARDS OF A NUMBER OF FAMILY COMPANIES, WITH INTERESTS IN 
AFRICA, ESPECIALLY NIGERIA, AND IN VINEYARDS ( ACHILLE FOULD' S 
CONSTITUENCY INCLUDES PART OF THE BORDEAUX REGION. HE CONTINUES 
ACTIVE IN THESE BUSINESSES. ELECTED TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN 
1962, HE HAS BEEN RE- ELECTED REGULARLY SINCE. HE BELONGS TO THE 
UNION CENTRISTE, THE MOST LIBERAL, AS WELL AS THE SMALLEST, OF 
THE THREE COALITION PARTNERS. 

3. ACHILLE FOULD HAS THE REPUTATION OF BEING PRO- AMERICAN. 

HE IS ALSO KNOWN TO BE SYMPATHETIC TO THE ISRAELI POSITION IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT. DURING THE NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR HE WAS 
ONE OF THOSE WHO OPPOSED FRANCE' S POLICY WHICH FAVORED BIAFRA 
BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS DOOMED TO FAIL. ACHILLE FOULD 
KNOWS THE UNITED STATES WELL AND SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH. HIS 
BROTHER- IN- LAW IS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. 

IRWIN 
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